Text: Luke 2:25-40  Xmas 1
The Joy in Seeing the Little Lord Jesus!
       I. By the gift of faith through the Holy Spirit
       II. Joy that shines in our lives
There's a saying that the best things in life are worth waiting for.  Maybe you know someone who waited a long time to find their spouse, but it was well worth the wait. Maybe you know a couple who was unable to conceive a child, but suddenly it happened, and it was all worth the wait. Or maybe it's a long journey of schooling before we make it to our career. But in the end it's worth it. Today we consider Simeon, a man who had waited, seemingly a long time, to see the promised Messiah. In today’s text, he finally does, and when he sees and holds the child, he is filled with joy. This morning, we too are filled with the joy in seeing the Little Lord Jesus. By the gift of faith through the Holy Spirit, it’s joy that shines in our lives. 
I. [By the gift of faith through the Holy Spirit.] It’s actually the second miracle of Christmas Day and it’s one we don’t think about too much. We talk a lot about the miracle of the incarnation and that truly is the Miracle of Miracles – God Himself coming to earth and becoming man. But the fact that this gives us joy (through faith) is just as much of a miracle. 
Because, by nature, we only see a human baby in the manger. And if this child really is the Son of God and our Savior, by nature, we want nothing to do with Him. Because by nature you and I don’t think we need any salvation. “I haven’t done anything that bad. Sure, I’m not perfect, but I’m a pretty good person. At the least, I should get credit for accepting Jesus as my Savior and making the smart decision to believe in Him.” Except that if we have any part in saving ourselves, then we don’t really need Jesus, or at least not that much. And if we don’t really need Him that much, we aren’t completely filled with joy when we see Him. The only way we have any joy in seeing the Christ-Child at Christmas is by knowing the depth of our sins, and of knowing Him as our only Savior - and that is only through faith. 
This faith is completely a gift of God, worked in our hearts in baptism by the Holy Spirit and strengthened by the Holy 
Spirit through the Word. And we see that faith and joy are by the Spirit in our text, don’t we? Simeon “was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.” There he sees the 40 day old Jesus, and is filled with unspeakable joy!
Why? Because by grace of God it has been revealed to him who this child is. The consolation of Israel; the promised Messiah. He knows that this is not just another cute baby but one who will be a sore spot, even within families between those who know Him by faith and those who don’t. He knows that this child will be rejected and even killed. That’s what he means when he prophesies, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” This Child is the greatest gift of all time, as we discussed this past week. But He wasn’t treated like that, was He? If you receive a nice or expensive present, you probably take good care of it being careful not to let it get scratched or dirty.
But by faith, Simeon knows what we, by faith, know. That in this child’s rejection and crucifixion comes our deliverance because His perfect life, suffering and death, were acts of selfless love for you… and for me…. So that through faith, God might see His perfect life as your perfect life and all your sins might be paid for. 
How awesome is that for Simeon?? All the Old Testament prophecies are being fulfilled!! It’s finally coming true!! He can’t help but to share the good news, and His joy is contagious – Mary and Joseph marvel at what he says. (And by the way, their faith is also a gift of the Holy Spirit.) The Holy Spirit reveals it to Anna as well and she too is filled with this joy!
The question is, do we have that same joy in seeing the Little Lord Jesus? Or do we get too caught up in the hustle and bustle of Christmas shopping and family get-togethers in the days leading up to Christmas, and now that it’s over, we don’t really see much need to go to church or grow in God’s Word until Christmas comes again next year? 

How can it not be?? Because He’s not just the Savior that Simeon needed and was waiting for, He’s the Savior that you and I need as well, and have been waiting for. The one to give us hope in a hopeless world. The one to give us life in a world of death. 
So how do we know the joy of Christmas and how do we keep it? Well, the same way Simeon did – by seeing the Little Lord Jesus. Now, on earth, none of us will probably see Him the way Simeon did – with our two physical eyes, but we do see Him by faith in the inspired, inerrant words of Scripture which tell us all of who Christ is. And we have placed Christ on our own tongue and to our own lips every time that we've received the Lord's Supper. What joy the Holy Spirit bring us as we do see the Little Lord Jesus!
II. What then are the results of this joy that we have? Well Simeon sang a song that began with the words, “Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your Word.” This then is the first result, is that we are ready to depart in peace. We are like a merchant who has all his goods on ship and now desires the master of the ship to hoist sail and be gone homewards. I mean, why should a Christian, who is but a foreigner here, desire to stay longer in the world when He has heaven waiting for him?
Now there's an earthly tradition, and that's all it is, just a human tradition, that Simeon died later that day in the temple. Most of us do not die the day we sing that song. God allows us to live here on earth. What for? So that we can live lives of praise and thanks to God. We can now serve God in thought, word, and deed, living lives that are truly consecrated to Him, and giving Him our time, treasures, and talents. As we look to a new year this week, we can plan ahead to set aside the firstfruits of everything we have for God because living lives of thanks and praise are the natural result of the joy that we have! 

The third result is that we share this joy with the world. Because that is who Christ is for, the world. “Joy to the world the Lord has come.” Jesus isn't just for you and me, He's for the world. He is “a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of His people Israel.” 

The Jews didn't need a light. Well, they did, because we see that in Christ's life they rejected Him, but they had been given a light, they had been given the Law and the Prophets. And Christ was born as one of them. And for that, He was the “Glory of Israel.” He was the single most important Jew to ever walk this planet. But He was also a light to lighten the Gentiles, because He came for them as well, especially as the Jews had rejected and even crucified Him. 

My family lived in El Paso, TX for about three and a half years of my life growing up. Almost every time we had relatives or friends come to visit us, we would take them to Carlsbad Caverns, up in New Mexico. Carlsbad Caverns contained 116 caves with a lunchroom that is 750 feet below ground. One of those years that we were down there, they celebrated an anniversary and had a number of different special tours which they gave. One which we went on was the “lantern tour.” On this tour, the guides gave us lanterns and took us deep into the cave, hundreds of feet below ground. Once we're down there, they turn off the trail lights, something that's only done for special occasions like this. At that point, you will see nothing, not even your hand in front of your face. 

Isn't that how life is for so many people in the world around us? The light is there, “the glory of God's people Israel,” but people walk around in the dark, without a hope, feeling guilty, feeling lost, feeling sad. Just think if you were down in Carlsbad Caverns, and somebody was lost down there? A family member, a friend, but even anyone? If you had a light, wouldn't you show it to them? Without that light, they will die, they have no way of getting out of the cave? Well we do have that light, we have the knowledge of the Truth and joy of Jesus our Savior? And He is a Light for all people, for us, but also for the world. What a privilege we have to share the Good News of life with them!
Look at Simeon. Look at the confident faith he had in His Savior, who had just been born. Realize how much greater reason we have for confidence in our Savior. He came 2000 years ago, and we know the perfect life He lived for us and the perfect death He died – for US. May Simeon's joy be our joy, and may his response be our response, living a song of praise with our lives and sharing this Gospel light with the world, for that's who it's for. Joy to the Word, the Lord Is Come! Amen. 

